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BLUE RIVER ARTS COUNCIL

That became the mission of the Blue River Arts Council, 
formed in October of 2018. We’ve already accomplished 
more than we ever thought possible. And it was only possible 
because of you. 

This Review will detail what we’ve achieved together since 
2018, and what we’ll accomplish together in the days to come. 
As you read, know that you are an essential part of the Blue 
River Arts Council. You’re essential to our community, our work, 
and our future. So we hope you see yourself in these pages – 
and that you’re proud of the lasting contribution you’ve made to 
the people and places of the Blue River Valley.

Overview
In August 2018, a group of local residents met 
to discuss saving the Isis Theatre. We weren’t 
the Blue River Arts Council then. We were just 
everyday people who knew losing the Isis 
would be a serious blow to the entire region. 
And we knew we couldn’t let that happen. 

The original group quickly expanded from a 
handful to a couple dozen (you might have 
been one of them). It soon became clear that 
our community could do more – and needed 
more – than a re-opened Isis Theatre.

• We need arts education.

• We need entertainment for young and old.

• We need to explore and celebrate all of 
the cultures that make us vibrant, unique, 
and resilient.

• We need to bridge cultures, build 
community, and boost the economy 
by resurrecting the Isis Theatre in 
Crete, Nebraska, and provide fun and 
artistic adventures for all of our diverse 
community.

Pictured above and on cover: Shaylene Smith carries a bird sculpture into the 
Ministerios Pentecostes Maranatha Church after the delivery from Icon Poly (Elayne 
Woods Photography). Pictured on opposite page: “Friday Night Lights” Crete High 
football game shown on the outdoor cinema.
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2018: WHERE WE STARTED 
Save the Theatre
Our first objective was buying, renovating, and reopening the 
Isis Theatre as a non-profit. The theatre is an historical landmark 
in Southeast Nebraska, the only movie theatre in Saline County, 
and a huge benefit to Crete’s downtown businesses. And the 
building offered the physical space we knew we’d need for arts 
programming: movies, live performances, speakers, classes for 
adults, camps for kids, and much more. Just as important, the Isis 
Theatre allows our diverse community to come together as one.

80’s Prom Party 
To gauge the community’s interest in reopening the Isis, the 
Blue River Arts Council’s first act was holding a fundraiser, the 
80’s Prom Party, in November 2018. Businesses across the 
area sponsored the event, tickets sold out quickly, and at the 
end of the night we’d raised almost $20,000 – proving that the 
community was deeply invested in saving the Isis Theatre. 

Shortly after that, the City of Crete purchased the building on 
the condition it would be sold to the Blue River Arts Council 
within five years. Former owner Thom Reeves generously 
donated all the film equipment to the community. 

This charcoal drawing of the historic Isis Theatre by Heidi 
Williams was donated for the silent auction at the 80’s Prom 
Party (also featured on the cover); Below, Prom Party attendees 
dressed for the 80s.
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Designing the Business Model
Meanwhile, the Arts Council was strategizing operations. After 
studying non-profit movie theatres all over Nebraska, the Board 
designed an all-volunteer staffing model for movie showings, 
with a theatre manager handling the major details like finances, 
booking movies, and assisting volunteers. 

With that decision made, it was time to close the theatre to 
begin renovations. But before the lights went out at the Isis, the 
theatre presented one last movie: a showing of Home Alone, 
free to the community, on December 9th, 2018. 

And the Isis Steering Committee learned something important: 
big parties are a blast – and a great way to raise funds. Soon 
you’ll be invited to another can’t-miss event that will help 
bring the Isis back to life. 

The Blue River Arts Council brings people together – whether 
behind the scenes or in the audience. So if you’d like to be part 
of the back-stage crew at an event go to blueriverartscouncil.
org or scan the QR code below and click the volunteer tab.

 In 2018 we raised
$ 20,187
 I N  R E V E N U E
 • Total Expenses -$2,861 
 • Net Revenue $17,326

 REVENUE ALLOCATED

 • New Isis Theatre seating $15,615

Money-Bill-Alt
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UNVEILING & AUCTION
Several finished sculptures were 
displayed at the Saline County 
Fair, the Wilber Czech Festival, 
the Honeybees in the Heartland 

event in Auburn, and various 
local businesses. 

All the finished sculptures were 
displayed as a group at the Wing Ding 

street festival on September 21st. At the event, chicken wings 
were served (of course), and musical acts 67 Flat and Jarana 
entertained the crowd. At the end of the evening, the pieces 
that had not yet been sold were auctioned. 

The first public arts campaign in Crete history, the success of 
the Birds of a Feather campaign is a permanent tribute to our 
community’s engagement and the power of the arts.

 
Pictured left clockwise: Bird sculptures arrive from Icon Poly and are stored at 
the Ministerios Pentecostes Maranatha Church; “Art Soothes the Soul” by Kathy 
Stastny; Wing Ding event street scene; Finished birds line up; 67 Flat performs on 
stage before the auction. Katie and Garrick Judkins enjoy wings and drinks at 
the event. (Bird photos by Elayne Woods Photography.)

2019: WE ARE ALL THE SAME INSIDE
Birds of a Feather 
In 2019, the Arts Council launched its first 
major program, the Birds of a Feather public 
sculpture campaign. 

To celebrate our different cultures and our 
shared community, the campaign stemmed 
from the principle “we are all the same inside.” 
The Arts Council commissioned Icon Poly in 
Gibbon, Nebraska, to cast 23 cardinal sculptures 
from the original design of Blue River Arts 
Council Board Secretary, Julie Fahrlander. 

The pieces were first revealed to the 
community at a Crete soccer tournament 
and were then given to artists who finished 
their sculptures according to his or her vision 
of community and culture. Even before the 
finished cardinals were revealed, response 
was so great the Arts Council was asked to 
cast more for private purchase. 
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 In 2019 we raised
$ 50,729
 I N  R E V E N U E
 • Grant Revenue $1,125 
 • Total Expenses -$29,980 
 • Net Revenue $21,874

 REVENUE ALLOCATED

 • Outdoor movie equipment $6,548 
 • Isis Theatre items purchased $3,800 
 • Isis Theatre consulting fees $1,580 
 • Artists/musicians/movie fees $5,550

Money-Bill-Alt
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29 Wine & Dine
Toward the end of 2019, plans for the Isis renovation were 
complete. The Isis even got a new logo to start its second 
century with a fresh new look. 

To introduce the plans, the Arts Council hosted the 29 Wine 
& Dine: Hops around Crete event on Leap Day, 2019. As 
attendees circulated through downtown businesses for dinner, 
dessert, and drinks, they were introduced to the architectural 
elevations, upcoming programming, and the announcement of 
a capital campaign that would start the renovation immediately. 

Then COVID-19 hit. 

The Pandemic Year
Almost as soon as you got to see the renovation 
design, the Arts Council abandoned all of 
the programming and fundraising plans that 
gathered people indoors. Safety was the top 
concern but it severely curtailed our financial 
strategy, which jeopardized the renovation 
budget and timetable. 

But our focus was on the impact COVID-19 
was already inflicting on our community. 
People were scared, some were sick, and 
several died. Businesses all over the Blue River 
Valley closed their storefronts or just plain 
closed. People were beginning to feel serious 
financial hardship, and we all knew things 
would only get worse. 

Our community needed support – and 
our mission is bridging cultures, building 
community, and boosting the economy 
by providing fun, educational, and artistic 
adventures for all in our diverse community. 
In the best of times, that mission is inspiring. 
In the worst of times, it drove us to be more 
adaptable, resourceful, and impactful than we 
knew we could be.

Pictured left: Wine & Dine dessert and drinks at Artisan 
Mark; 67 Flat played at My Bar for the last stop  at the  
Wine & Dine tour.

2020: COVID

6
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All prior plans were canceled and new ones 
were created – often in partnership with other 
community organizations – to keep us together 
at a safe distance. And because the pandemic 
devastated our small businesses, each event 
encouraged people to participate in their local 
economy. 

Cruise Nights
First up was Cruis’n Crete, 
starting in April, which 
included special drive-
through dinners. It worked 
better than we’d hoped – 
cruisers came from all over 
Southeast Nebraska. 

 
Pictured right: Line of cars on the Cruise route; Cruis’n Crete 
logo; Cruise Night participants were enthusiastic -- and some 
brought their own art installations.

STAY CLOSE BUT STAY SAFE
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 In 2020 we raised
$ 49,680
 I N  R E V E N U E
 • Grant Revenue +$138,000 
 • Total Expenses -$15,806 
 • Net Revenue $172,234

 REVENUE ALLOCATED

 • Isis Theatre deposit $156,000 
 • Cash reserves $12,000 
 • Artists/movie fees $1,700

Money-Bill-Alt
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2020: A CHANGE OF FOCUS
Pop-Up Cinema
The Arts Council purchased outdoor movie equipment and 
launched Pop-Up Outdoor Cinemas that were staged in the 
Crete High School parking lot and Crete’s City Park. Dozens of 
people volunteered to set up the screen, assist moviegoers, 
and distribute popcorn. When the shows ended, the audiences 
volunteered to help take the screen down – proving many 
others share your care for our community. By midsummer, the 
equipment was traveling all over the Blue River Valley – exactly 
what we’d hoped. Now organizations all over the state are 
renting the equipment, which will soon pay for the investment 
many times over. 

 
Pictured this page: Volunteers sell Isis Theatre popcorn; The first pop-up cinema 
at the Crete High School Parking lot; Opposite Page: Volunteers, musicians, 
decorations, community members, and Santa enjoy a safe event in the park.
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Santa in the Park
One of the pandemic’s cruelest blows was to family traditions. 
To help preserve one that’s so important to kids – seeing Santa 
at the Crete Elementary School -- the Blue River Arts Council 
joined with several other groups to host a drive-through visit 
with Santa at City Park. Kids got treats, Isis Theatre popcorn, 
and a chance to tell Santa (and the Grinch) their Christmas 
wishes from the safety of their family car. 

In every way we could, we lived out our mission. It was a 
challenge – and a privilege. But we were getting anxious. The 
bill for the Isis renovation was coming due and there was no 
way we could raise all the funding we needed in a community 
so badly hurt by COVID-19.
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TIMELINE

2019

2020

April 2020

2018

The City of Crete purchased 
the Isis Theatre building from 
Thom Reeves.

BRAC’s scarecrow places first 
in Crete's Great Pumpkin 
Festival traditional category. 

TACKarchitects submit Isis 
renovation blueprints.

BRAC begins selling Isis  
Theatre popcorn at many 
community events.

BRAC installs first exhibit on  
the gallery wall at the  
Crete Public Library.

“New to us” theatre seats  
are purchased. 

New Isis Theatre logo  
is released.

The World Health Organization 
declares COVID-19 a pandemic. 
The Blue River Arts Council 
cancels all fundraising and 
programming plans.

Board drafts new slate 
of programs to promote 
community members’ physical, 
social, psychological, and 
financial wellbeing while 
providing economic support to 
local businesses. 

City removes and stores 
projection equipment so that 
renovation can begin.

Christmas in July online 
fundraiser nets $1,275. 

Friday Night Lights: BRAC hosts 
Crete High School football game 
watch party downtown using 
outdoor theatre equipment.

BRAC supports Main Street Eats 
and Crete's Great Pumpkin 
Festival with popcorn sales.

Cruise Nights begin in Crete, 
incorporating curb-side  
pickup at several restaurants.

Shaylene Smith submits 
paperwork for 501(c)(3) status.

BRAC shows Home Alone, free 
to the community, at the Tis the 
Season to Be Jolly event.

The theatre closes its doors.

November 2018

80’s Prom Night  
raises over $20,000.

September 2019
Birds of a Feather 

sculpture auction at the  
Wing Ding street festival  

raises over $50,000.

B
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29 Wine & Dine  
Leap Year Fundraiser 
where Isis renovation plans 
are revealed and capital 
campaign launched.



11

2018-2021
June 2020

December 2020

June 2021

February 2021

2020 2021

Pop-Up Cinemas: BRAC begins 
“Pop-Up Cinemas” in Crete High 
School parking lot, featuring 
The Goonies by majority vote. 
Subsequent Pop-up Cinemas will 
include The Greatest Showman, 
Jurassic Park, Beetlejuice, and 
Hocus Pocus.

Santa in the Park BRAC 
decorates Christmas trees in 

Crete City Park and organizes 
Santa in the Park.

Crete: In Harmony events begin in June, starting with a  
Pop-Up cinema showing of The Greatest Showman in Crete 
City Park. 

Back to School Community Picnic at Cassel Open Air Theatre.

BRAC sponsors Halama Family Band, the Jim Kucera Polka 
Band, and Angie Kriz & the Polkatoons at First Friday events.

Arts Council sponsors Andy Williams and the Nebraska  
All-Stars, the McGovern String Band, and Alexis Arai y su 
Grupo Latino.

The final Crete: in Harmony movie, Hocus Pocus, is shown 
following the Crete Police Department’s Trunk or Treat event.Sweetheart Cinema at the 

Crete Municipal Airport 
features Dirty Dancing.

Shaylene Smith testifies before 
the Nebraska Legislature’s 
Appropriation Committee in 
support of LB566, the Adopt the 
Shovel-Ready Capital Recovery 
and Investment Act that, if passed, 
would provide capital campaign 
funds for arts organizations and 
other nonprofits that halted 
projects due to COVID-19.

BRAC registers with the Points of 
Light Foundation. 

Local capital campaign resumes.

The Crete High School Foreign 
Film Club presents BRAC with 
$800 donation, tours the Isis with 
State Senator Tom Brandt.

GuideStar gives the Blue River 
Arts Council platinum status. 

TACKarchitects and Kingery 
Construction begin.

Capital campaign meets 
$100,000 goal. 

Board retreat in Omaha at the 
Joslyn Art Museum.

Christmas in July online 
fundraiser nets $1,275. 

Friday Night Lights: BRAC hosts 
Crete High School football game 
watch party downtown using 
outdoor theatre equipment.

BRAC supports Main Street Eats 
and Crete's Great Pumpkin 
Festival with popcorn sales.

Chamber of Commerce invites 
BRAC to explain its fundraising at 
Chamber Business After Hours 
event.

Pure Nebraska features Isis 
renovation in its Our Town series.

Serve Nebraska and the 
Nonprofit Association of the 
Midlands recognize BRAC's work.

BRAC supports the Crete Public 
Library’s An Evening with Mark 
and Andy fundraiser.
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2020-2021: A CLOSER LOOK
Financial Outlook
Between 2018 and 2020, the Arts Council was entrusted with 
well over $200,000 gathered from our community with goodwill 
donations, event ticket sales, grant awards, and sales of Isis 
Theatre popcorn at public events. The Board of the Blue River 
Arts Council has a moral, legal, and civic duty to use that money 
responsibly and wisely. Most of it was given by individuals, 
local businesses, and philanthropic foundations, so we align 
our spending with our donors’ intentions -- and with our deep 
sense of fiscal responsibility. Indeed, figures presented in this 
document represent the hopes of our community and its faith in 
our collective future. 

The monies raised seem like an enormous sum, but it’s not 
enough to buy and renovate the Isis Theatre. That’s why the 
Arts Council announced a capital campaign at the 29 Wine & 
Dine: Hops Around Crete event in February 2020. Interest was 
immediate – checks started coming in that night -- but the Arts 
Council shelved the plan when the pandemic started. 

But people like you remembered. Indeed, capital campaign 
contributions continued to arrive, one or two a week, for 
months. By the middle of 2021, the renovation budget was short 
just $100,000 in local matching gifts, which the Arts Council 
needed to access state grants. That’s a lot of money – but it 
meant we were just 11% shy of hitting a massive financial 
goal during an economic crisis. We didn’t forget it, but we 
didn’t focus on it. We kept our focus on our mission and our 
community.

Grants
While conducting public events in 
2020, the Blue River Arts Council 
was also applying for grant funding 
for the Isis Theatre project. Our 
efforts were successful – we’ve since 
received five grants of significance. 
Though we’re all grateful to have 
the financial backing, getting these 
organizations’ approval is very 
meaningful. Every grant organization 
requires extensive information about 
our finances, community, leadership, 
structure, plans, strategies, and track 
record. To be grant funded is to have 
the endorsement of experts.

SIGNIFICANT GRANTS  
RECEIVED:

• Ethel S. Abbott Foundation

• Sunderland Foundation

• Peter Kiewit Foundation

• Daugherty Foundation

• Dillon Foundation
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Community Involvement
SWEETHEART CINEMA
In February, the Arts Council hosted a 
socially distant Valentine’s Day event – the 
Sweetheart Cinema – in an airplane hangar at 
the Crete Municipal Airport. 

ART EXHIBIT
In March, the Crete Public Library reopened, 
allowing the Arts Council to install the long-
awaited opening exhibit of a rotating art show. 
Thus far the wall has featured local artists, 
photographers, fiber artists, and student work 
from Doane University.

CHAMBER EVENTS
The Arts Council is a proud member of the 
Crete Chamber of Commerce and shared 
our locally famous popcorn at events like the 
Egg-Stravaganza in April and Great Pumpkin 
Festival in October. (We also sponsor and 
judge the scarecrow competition each year.)

Above: Various gallery shows 
at the Crete Public Library; 
Sweetheart Cinema logo; 
Volunteers hand out popcorn 
at the Egg-Stravaganza; One of 
many scarecrows at the Great 
Pumpkin Festival..
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2021: CRETE: IN HARMONY
First Fridays
In early summer, we cautiously began outdoor 
arts programming with movies in the park, 
support for the Main Avenue Art Market and 
the Crete Youth Cabin, a Back-to-School 
Picnic with Doane University, and when safety 
allowed, indoor musical performances.

• Movie: The Greatest Showman

• Music: Crete Youth Cabin – Cabin Fever 
Concert Series with Andy Williams and 
the Nebraska All-Stars and the McGovern 
String Band

• Movie: Coco following the Back to School 
Community Picnic

• Music: Jim Kucera Band plus the  
Halama Family Band

• Music: Angie Kriz & the Polkatoons

• Music: Alexis Arai y su Grupo Latino 
 

Response was great from the start, which 
suggested the community was recuperating 
– and that it might be time to start closing the 
$100,000 funding gap on the Isis renovation.

"We’re so close, you can almost 
smell the buttered popcorn!"
The Arts Council began contacting organizations and individuals 
who had previously indicated their interest in financial support. 
The reaction was positive beyond all hopes so we felt cautiously 
confident about widening the message to everyone.

We were overwhelmed by the response... 
within a few weeks, the campaign goal was met.  
A few days later, it was exceeded!

In fact, thanks to you and your neighbors, the capital campaign 
was so successful so fast, we had to ask Donel Donis of Donis 
Painting LLC to bring his work ladder to update the sign at the 
Isis. No one else had a ladder tall enough to reach the top of 
the donation thermometer.

The Crete Chamber of Commerce invited the Arts Council 
to give a presentation about it at their Business After Hours 
meeting. Our president, Shaylene Smith, outlined the Arts 
Council’s activities and plans, and thanked Tom Sorensen and 
Donel Donis for their exceptional friendship. Our State Senator, 
Tom Brandt, came by to congratulate the community.

Just a few weeks later, the Isis renovation began.

 
The Jim Kucera Band playing at the 1206; Popcorn sold at the Back to School 
Picnic; movie-goers at the Cassel Open Air Theatre; outdoor restaurant service; 
music and movie audiences, and pop-up stores at the Main Avenue Art Market.
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UP NEXT
Cumulative Local Support
Countless community members have attended 
events, purchased tickets, and supported us with 
their time and talent and for that, we are eternally 
grateful. The following businesses and individuals 
also supported the Blue River Arts Council and/
or the Isis Theatre with a monetary donation at an 
event between October 2018 and September 2021.

 
Page 17: Cumulative Giving 10/2018–2021

Right now the Blue River Arts Council is drafting 
future program plans. We have already been 
awarded a grant from the Sherwood Foundation 
to support programming in 2022, which will 
include an educational project with the Crete 
High School Foreign Film Club, a theatre camp, 
movies, live performances, and more. It’s an 
exciting future, and it seems like it’s taken a long 
time to arrive. 

It really hasn’t. If you turn back to the first page, 
you’ll see the Arts Council started just three years 
ago. In that short time, we’ve accomplished 
an extraordinary amount of culture bridging, 
community building, and economy boosting  
with fun, educational, and artistic adventures. 
We are fulfilling our mission in many ways, 
in many places, and sometimes in difficult 
circumstances together.

“Together” is the operative word. Together 
we’ve changed our community. Together we’ve 
made the Blue River Valley a more enriching, 
more enjoyable, more rewarding place to be. 
Together we’ve done amazing things amazingly 
fast. And you are part of every program, every 
success, every time. You’re part of the Blue River 
Arts Council, and the Blue River Arts Council is 
grateful for you.

And together, we’ll achieve even more.
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LOCAL SUPPORT
$100 - $999
ACE Hardware
Dimas Adame Construction
American Family Insurance
Darrell & Valerie Andelt
Artisan Mark
Bessler Family Eye Care
Bryce & Kim Betke
Judd Bietz
Black Hills Energy
Bunge
Carniceria San Fernando
College Heights Country Club
Crete Eagles Club
Crete Foodmart & Subway
Crete High School Foreign Language Club
Crete News
Crist Auto Body
Crist Chiropractic Center
Cristina’s Mexican Restaurant
Crystal’s Bakery
De Leon’s Mexican Food
Sandi Dittbrenner
Donis Painting LLC
Dr. Russ & Laura Ebke
Dr. Mitch & Jenny Ebke
Elle’s on Main 
Enerlux Windows & Doors
Estetica Diamante
Jim & Jane Fahrnbruch
Eric & Julie Fahrlander
Brandon & Michelle Faltin
Felsing Chiropractic
Fenix Auto
G&M Agency
Hair Dimensions
Heath Sports & Tees
Henning's/Crete Floral & Gifts
Imagen Xtrema
Dennis & Jody Isernhagen
Crete Dental Center by Dr. Jim Jirovec
Jim & Pat Johnson 
Ken’s Pharmacy

Kona Ice
Justin & Betsy Kozisek
Duane & Lori Kubicek
Kuncl Funeral Home
Rhonda Lake & Rob McKercher
Don & Anita Lampila
Bill & Barbara Lorenz
Lothrop Animal Clinic
Hon. Patrick & Eunice McArdle
Moser Accounting
My Bar
Porkccentric
Eric & Julie Rasgorshek
Runza
Sack Lumber
Ron & Deb Sack
Sid Dillon Auto
Siedhoff Collision Center
Sodexo
Solheim Law Firm
State Farm Insurance by Chris Conrad
Tabitha in Crete
The Brew House
Jack Thompson
Traditions Pub
Anna Warnes & Nathan Erickson
Marc & Chris Wittstruck
JL & Dr. Amy Vertin
VFW Post 4959
Mike Wolverton
Elayne Woods & Justin Jones

$1000 - $4,999
David & Ruth Albrecht
William & Susan Holdren Andelt
Bauer Insurance
Dr. John H. Cérny Trust
City Bank & Trust Co.
Crete High School Alumni
Crete High School Student Council
Crete Rotary Club
Crete Sertoma Club

Roger & Gayle-Ann Douglas
Elayne Woods Photography
Gallup, Inc.
Justin & Carmen Hesser
Larry Kaspar
Tom & Patty King
Tom & Julie Kozisek
Tim McFarland
Dan & Valerie Papik
Jennifer Robison & Rick Blessen 
Ross Plumbing Inc.
Michael & Shaylene Smith
Steve & Ann Teget 
Teget Foundation
Thrivent Financial by Todd Hoyer
Union Bank & Trust Company
Vondra Veterinary Clinic
Walmart

$5000 +
Art D’Echo
City of Crete
Crete Area Medical Center
Crete Community Foundation
Drevo Family Trust & Drevo & Wanek Families
Doane University
Geoff & Echo Easton & Easton West
Edward Jones
Grace United Methodist Church
Drs. Kate & Jason Hesser
Ed & Ann Howard    
Bernice Cérny Jeffries
Kalkwarf & Smith Law Offices, LLC
Barbara & Gregory Kuzma
Money Smarts Inc.
Nestle’ Purina
Pinnacle Bank
Saline Medical Specialties & Dr. Josue Gutierrez
Smithfield Foods
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

$100,000 +
Civic and Community Center Financing Fund  
   (CCCFF Nebraska)
Sunderland Foundation

$75,000 +
Peter Kiewit Foundation

$50,000 +
Blue River Arts Council
City of Crete
Daugherty Foundation

$25,000 +
Ethel S. Abbott Charitable Foundation
Grace United Methodist Church

$10,000 +
Dillon Foundation
Drevo Family Trust & Drevo & Wanek Families
Geoff & Echo Easton & Easton West
Drs. Jason & Kate Hesser

$5,000 +
Crete Area Medical Center
Crete Community Foundation
Doane University
Edward Jones
Kalkwarf & Smith Law Offices, LLC 
Gregory & Barbara Kuzma
Money Smarts Inc.
Saline Medical Specialties & Dr. Josue Gutierrez
Smithfield Foods 

$2,500 +
David & Ruth Albrecht
William & Susan Holdren Andelt
Bauer Insurance Inc.
Crete Rotary Club
Ed & Ann Howard
Bernice Cérny Jeffries
John H. Cérny Testamentary Trust
Nestlé Purina
Dan & Valerie Papik
Pinnacle Bank
Ross Plumbing Inc.
Michael & Shaylene Smith
Teget Foundation
Walmart

Additional Foundation Gifts
Aksarben Friends Community Grant
American Family Dreams Foundation Grant
Saline County Tourism Grant

Donor Recognition
Contributors to the Isis Theatre renovation will be permanently 
recognized on a gallery wall in the theatre lobby. Donors 
receiving recognition thus far are shown below.

If you would like to support the resurrection of the goddess, 
please contact us. 

The wall will be large, as it must be to accommodate the 
enthusiasm and goodwill of our community. But space is 
becoming limited. Please contact us soon to secure a place for 
yourself, your organization, or your family. The final deadline for 
inclusion in the permanent listing is December 31, 2021.

PROGRAMMING
The Blue River Arts Council programming is 
more than movies – and it’s expanding all the 
time. To contribute your time, talent, or financial 
support, please contact us.

CONTACT INFO
Shaylene Smith, Board President  
Phone: 402-826-5136 
Email: blueriverartscouncil@gmail.com 
Mail: 1240 Ivy Ave, Crete, NE 68333 
Online: blueriverartscouncil.org

 
* Final designations for the theatre Donor Wall will be 
determined later and depend on design parameters.
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The Isis Theatre
As of today, the Isis Theatre demolition and 
redesign has started. The Arts Council is using 
a design-build format guided by the experts 
at TACKarchitects and Kingery Construction 
so that we can preserve the history of the 
building while making sure it can serve the 
area for another century. 

This building process will allow us to involve 
local contractors when rebuilding starts, so 
we look forward to involving more of Crete in 
the project soon. The City continues to hold 
the building but the City Council has already 
approved the sale of the theatre to the Arts 
Council when renovation is complete. 

We’d like to thank the City for its faith, its 
patience, and its help. We expect the silver 
screen to be lit again in 2022. 
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BOARD

Shaylene Smith, President
Shaylene has been an attorney and 
philanthropist in Crete for 27 years and has 
worked successfully with the City on numerous 
projects, including the passage of an LB 840 
Economic Development Program and a sales 
tax increase that funded a new swimming 
pool. Shaylene serves on the Board of Directors 
and the Steering Committee.

Jennifer Robison, Vice President
Jennifer is a Senior Editor at Gallup and ghostwrites 
books in her spare time. As she is also a member of 
the Crete Planning Commission, Jennifer’s focus is 
on the economic impact of arts in rural communities 
and on the broader business outcomes of Blue 
River Arts Council programming in our community. 
Jennifer serves as Vice President and she is on the 
Isis Steering Committee.

Kate Hesser
Dr. Kate Hesser works tirelessly to organize volunteer 
events and move the Isis Movie Theatre reopening 
forward. She serves on the Board of Directors and 
the Steering Committee. Together with her husband, 
Dr. Jason Hesser, Kate has provided strong financial 
support for the Arts Council.

Julie Fahrlander, Secretary
Julie is a professional artist with a BFA in Graphic Art. 
She has worked in the industry for over 35 years and 
currently works with IdeaBank Marketing in graphic 
design and project management. Julie lives in Crete 
with her husband, Eric, who is a Band Director. Julie 
has performed with church praise bands, directed 
and sung in a woman’s quartet, and now chairs 
visual arts events for BRAC.

Rhonda Lake
Rhonda worked as an actor and director in New 
York City before starting a career in academia and 
acting instruction in 1981. She now teaches at 
Doane University and is the academic advisor for all 
first-year students and advises students in Doane's 
Theatre Department. She previously served the 
Lincoln Community Playhouse as Education Director 
and Managing Director. Rhonda enjoys helping with 
community engagement and fundraising.

Crystal Alarcon
Crystal and her mother, Luz Chavez, own and oper-
ate Crystal’s Bakery in downtown Crete. Crystal is 
actively involved in business efforts that support the 
Latino population and she has provided invaluable 
translation for BRAC’s brochures and posters. Crys-
tal’s children are involved in the arts and music in 
Crete and she hopes to see BRAC continue to bridge 
cultural gaps.
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& STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Kristi Capek
Kristi is a professional graphic artist and the master 
of social media content and web development 
for BRAC. She is employed by the Nebraska State 
Education Association as Assistant Director of Visual 
Communication & Digital Engagement. A graduate 
of Doane University and past Isis Theatre employee, 
Kristi is Chairperson of the Steering Committee and a 
non-voting member of the Board.

Marilea Thiem
Marilea has a passion for all things Crete – living 
here for 28 years and raising three children in the 
Crete schools. She worked in the nonprofit sector 
for many years and she is especially adept at fund-
raising and event planning. Her passions include 
spending time with Troy, her spouse; being Mimi 
to her five grandchildren; and working to make life 
better for those around her.

Miriam Weber
Miriam is part of the Weber Farms team, an 
enthusiastic supporter of her children’s arts 
activities – including band, chorus, and drama – 
and the backbone of several of our most successful 
projects. Miriam serves on the Isis Theatre Steering 
Committee.

Nancy Tellez, City Coordinator
Nancy is BRAC's liaison between the City of Crete and 
the Arts Council, and is the Director of Crete's Com-
munity Assistance Office. She has a Master of Arts in 
Management from Doane University, and provides 
BRAC with key cultural insights and translations.

Valerie Andelt
Valerie is an interior decorator, busy mom of three 
daughters, and creates many of the displays at 
Arts Council events, including the award-winning 
scarecrows at the Crete's Great Pumpkin Festival. She 
is a member of the Steering Committee.

KEY SUPPORT
Russ Cowan, CPA, Treasurer 

Jennifer Lampila, Volunteer

Lacey Franzen, Former Board Member

Judi Meyer, Former Board Member

Nathan Erickson, Former Board Member

Kayleigh Schadwinkel, Former Board Member



Blue River Arts Council is a  
501(c)(3) non-profit organization  

serving Crete and the surrounding areas. 

402-641-6599 
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1240 Ivy Ave, Crete, NE 68333  

facebook.com/BlueRiverArtsCouncil 
blueriverartscouncil.org

Isis: ALIVE
As I sit and consider all that the Blue River Arts Council has 
accomplished with your support these first years – from 
community events and public art installations to planning and 
funding for the resurrection of the Isis Theatre – I am genuinely 
humbled and honored to have been a part of this fun. In fact, 
our all-volunteer Board and our Steering Committee members 
are some of the hardest workers I have had the opportunity to 
serve with. Whether we were popping 100 pounds of popcorn 
or hauling three-foot cardinal sculptures, BRAC members have 
served our community every step of the way. We strive to learn 
new things and to make the best use of the funds and the trust 
given to us in celebration of our community. I am so very proud 
of the things we have accomplished, and can’t wait to see the 
1926 Isis Theatre alive again.

We aren’t there yet, but we have a vision of what this building 
and this team can bring to the Blue River Valley in the coming 
decades, and we invite all of you to join us. Our team took 
a leap of faith when we formed the Blue River Arts Council 
three years ago and we took another leap of faith this fall 
when we started interior demolition of the theatre. At the 
time of this report, we are still waiting for decisions regarding 
the allocation of state and federal COVID-relief funding that 
would pay for the renovation we plan. When she comes alive, 
the goddess that is the Isis Theatre will bring our residents 
together for live performances and movies; she will provide 
new chances for arts and humanities-based education for 
children and adults; she will support our economic recovery as 
we move past the pandemic; and she will provide hope that 
Crete can – and will – do great things for another century.

Shaylene Smith 
Board President


